Bruce County Forest
Management Guidelines

INTRODUCTION:

The Bruce County Agreement Forest program was founded in accordance with
the provisions as outlined in the Counties Reforestation Act R.S.0. 1927 C, 289. Under
this Act, the Counties could purchase land and the Department of Lands and Forests
(currently the Ministry of Natural Resources) would provide professional forest
management expertise. The Province of Ontario assumed the management role of the
County of Bruce forests since it’s inception in 1938 and continued until the spring of
2000 when this function was turned over to the County.

The intent of the program was to “demonstrate the value of establishing a tree
crop on abandoned marginal agricultural land and to show improvements that could be
carried out in natural woodlands”

For example, The Sauble Beach area had all the trees removed during
homesteading but, the resulting fields proved to be no match for the natural elements. As
a consequence the sandy soils began to move with the winds. This led to a near desert
condition and beginning in 1938 some properties were purchased by the County. Trees
were once again reinstated on these open areas and the process of soil stabilization began
to take place with the results becoming apparent after only a few years.

In the last number of years some improvement cuttings have been carried out on
the properties and the value of this material has increased dramatically with each
operation. The natural tree species have begun to once again inhabit the properties,
reclaiming any openings that have appeared as a result of die back in the plantations.

THE GOALS OF THE FORESTERY PROGRAM AS SET BY COUNTY
COUNCIL:

The Bruce County forest lands are a public resource belonging to all residents
of the County. They hold value not only for their commercial timber production, but
also for their natural heritage features. The County forestry program will strike a
balance between the pursuit of commercial revenues and the protection and
enhancement of the natural environment.

The Bruce County forests will be evaluated, managed and subsequently
promoted as multipurpose resources, using the principles of long term and sustained
development, for the benefit of local residents and the tourism public.
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